Dear lzrl'enas

[ was a {/lﬂéfenec/ and 5ewi/£/e/e£/ci\7/1f"y¢:0r"
old when my tam ily tled to Enj/dmd. Our lives
had been torn o,oarf 25y the Kosovan war. When
/Sfelopea’ off the Io/o;«c in Manchester, | had no
home to 4o Lo, | couldi’ ¢ speak. @ word of English
and | knew noéody.

gaf we were not alone. The k:’na’loeolo/e f’rom ﬁe/aﬂce Action welcomed

us so warmly. There was a private room tor us to 9o to with phones, so we
could tell our relatives we were Sa/e. [ remember the table Io[/cc/ Aiﬂl\ with
tood and the play area tor us children.

When [ was very [ittle, Kosovans and Serbians lived in peace. Then there
were massive Lanks in the streets as | walked to school. One day I woke

up and ﬂ\cy) d set ?[ire to the V[//Ojc near my town. peolo/e who used to be
our triends and ne fjAﬁoarS were shoot inﬂ us dead in the streets. We used
to hide trom the ﬁomﬁings in my \7/’60#‘\7/0;«0?00/&«(’5" basement. pcolo/e
made 3iq holes in Lhe walls) so you could run through the ne :5Aﬁour$' houses
without rtmm'nj into the street. Homes were burned down and /)colo/e
shot. Women were rapct/ and children murdered.

The men tormed an army because ﬂwey wanted to Iorofedf us, but ﬂwcy
weren t trained soldiers and didi’ t have the /[5Af e?a[lomenf — many
were never Seen @92 in. One doy) [ Saw Some men on the 50/60ny with my
tather. My /ittle brother started eryingy “Daddy, Daddy, Daddy” and
wouldn' € stop. Mum brought us out, so Dad could combort him. Later

[ learned they were Lrying Lo recruit my f’oﬂ\e/‘, but my brother's tears
Sfololoaf him going. We [et the neat ddy-

We headed tor the Macedonian border. Massive Qaeues o{despcrofe
Ioeolo/c were c/amoa/inﬂ to cross. | nearly suttocated in the crush and
we 1$0/c/y ate tor three doys. Fino//y, we made it across. but my Brother
m’jenf/y needed medical treatment, so we boarded a ?[/ijl\f for the UK
as victims of war.



(’) never /orjeﬁ how weltome ﬁe{’ajee Action made us lzec/. 7Z:ey 0r/0njed
activities to Ae/lo settle us in. Then they tound @ bouse tor us and a seboo!
for me where ( learned Enj/[SA. l worked hard and was jooa’ enough o be
narrator in neat yeo/ s Christmas /o/oy/

In SeCona’m'y school /otma’ zﬂriena’s and /ocaSca’ on my studies. gy year 4

( was in the Lop set for everything. Despite this, my English teacher
onujAé { should 90 tor the lower tier GLSE exam but | was determined

[ could 5cé @ higher 5rode. l insisted on éokfnﬂ the harder exam and qot
an AX! [ went on to study law and tound a qood joby but | wash’ ¢ tullilled.
| decided what ’d really like to do was immij/mf:bn i

756/0” l work at the (itizens Advice Bureau Ae/loinﬂ rc?z,ujees — of’fcn
direct them to ﬁe{ajce Action. ﬂ\ey are so traumatised. The Home OIZIZ:'Cc s
hostile Lo them and they re scared of what' s qoing to happen. ! Lell Lhem
my story, encouraqe them and they calm down.

At the end of the day, the world is everybody's, it’s just land and earth.
[ wWish eeoﬁp/c Coa/d‘qﬁ where ﬂley wm‘ﬁ 1# S’ not 1[0/;-76010/»: were more
tolerant when | arrived but nwow it s harder. But there are people out
there who Ae/ﬁ. There is ﬁe/aqce Action. -

Without them, | dow’ t know where [ d be today. Now (”m a’oinj what | can
Zo help ref’ajees, but it’s not enough. That's why | wonder if you will help
them too? gy /edenj a 5,7‘2 in your A/i///voa Can make Sure Zef’ajec Action
is there o welcome and support other tamilies in years to come, other
f’rigAfenea' boys and qirls. (€ really could transtorm their tuture. | know,
because it made all the ditterence o me.

Elsa

s it you think you may be able Lo help /ef’agces like me in years to come,
please ill in the torm you'll find with this letter.



